The meaning and significance of tissue margins.
The treating surgeon should be aware of the various methods of grossly sectioning and microscopically examining tissue. For tumors that are life threatening or difficult to cure, one should request careful examination of as much of the cut surgical margins as feasible. Whatever is done with the tissue, the physician should communicate adequately with the pathologist so that each will be aware of the other's limitations and what is actually being provided for the patient. Proper understanding of the terms cut surgical margins and pathologic margins and their general noncongruence will help to dispel confusion and lend credence to more carefully constructed studies in the future.